Levenshulme Facilities – combined current and proposed with community ideas


July 03 2013, v01

Jeremy Hoad

Here is a summary of facilities that are currently provided across the Baths, Library and Arcadia blended with the current proposals for new facilities and including ideas proposed by the community. Apologies if anything has been left off - let me know so the list can be amended and/or enhanced.
This document has been developed using information from council officers and input from residents, users and community groups.

It has been generally accepted that some elements listed here (e.g. squash courts) may not be feasible or effective to include in the development but they are included here for completeness. Other new ideas such as the sensory room may prove too costly or space-hungry to provide on the proposed site and within the budget limitations.

The sports hall options are yet to be confirmed depending on a final decision as to whether the current Arcadia sports hall can be integrated into the new build on Stockport Road or re-located to alternative provision at Mount Road. If the latter option were to be adopted consideration would need to be given to the costs of adapting any alternative facility to meet the needs of existing Arcadia users as such funding would come from the overall funding envelope. Even if a single site solution is possible there would likely be refurbishment and integration costs for the Arcadia facility. Further detailed consideration would need to be given to either of these options and the impact that each would have on the other facilities regarding funding available and what compromises might need to be made.

Summary of facilities – combined

Pool1

1. 25m x 15m six lanes

2. Disabled access via platform lift or hoist/pod

3. Pool surrounds viewing provision
4. Poolside storage (Approximately 15-20% of wet area as per sport England guidance.)
Pool 2

1. 20m x 10m

2. Flexible viewing or private provision

3. Disabled access via platform lift or hoist/pod

4. Pool surrounds viewing provision
5. Poolside storage (Approximately 15-20% of wet area as per sport England guidance.)
Gym

1. 60 Stations (approximately 200m2). 

2. Meeting Sport England’s design guidance notes for equipment requirements. 

3. Possible poolside or external view.

4. Boxing bag / sparring space

5. Free weights area (preferably separate room) with weight machines / training benches etc.

6. Relaxation area to enable people to take exercise at their own pace and maximise benefits.

Sauna & Steam Room
1. 12 person Sauna and Steam rooms of comparable capacity to existing facilities.

Sports Hall

1. Multi-purpose sports hall

2. Roller hockey/derby rink 32m x 16m (with viewing area for spectators and skate storage room)

3. Badminton courts

4. Circuit training

5. 5-a-side football

6. Basketball

7. Squash courts x2

8. Accessible male and female changing with lockers, toilets, shower facilities.

Community Meeting Room and Fitness Room/Dance Studio

1. 100m2 of flexible space with loose furniture to serve community meetings and fitness classes.
2. To serve community meetings and be quickly reconfigured for fitness/dance sessions and/or provide a split space for dual use (i.e. with soundproofed room dividers).
3. This will support and extend the community offer. 
Changing (Wet)

1. Changing cubicles, lockers, showers, toilets, and baby change units including family cabins, with single and double changing cabins (all accessible and unisex).

2. LEA group changing rooms to facilitate school use (4 x 18 children). 

3. Assisted/Hygiene Changing Suite to accommodate user / carer needs preferably with direct poolside access.

4. Discrete changing provision to allow for privacy and access to 2nd pool.

5. Vanity area and storage for push chairs / wheel chairs in unisex change area.

Changing (Dry)

1. To service fitness/dance studio, gym, steam room and sauna provision.

2. Accessible male and female changing with lockers, toilets, shower facilities.

Café/vending area

1. A high quality vending provision with adjacent seating accommodation

2. Pools viewing area
3. Preferably using ethical providers (e.g. issues with Nesle).

Sensory Room

1. A purpose-built sensory room to provide children and people with disabilities a space to relax and experience sensory stimulation with sounds, lights, smell and touch.
Library

1. To provide a Community hub co-located library in line with Manchester’s Library Renewal Programme.

2. Flexible facility (approximately 300m2) with a shared reception and modular shelving to deliver the same range of services already available on a larger scale at district libraries.

3. Multiple computing points and wifi.

4. Community Learning Zone with relevant digital facilities (e.g. to enable MCC digital champions to hold sessions with residents to get them online and look at Universal Credit etc, plus a link with Job Centre Plus).

5. Children’s area.

6. Young Adult area.

7. Adult / general stock.

8. Dedicated study / work / quiet areas (combined hotdesk idea with research facilities).

9. Relaxation / reading area with low-level seating.

Entrance foyer and Open Plan Reception area 

1. A light and airy reception space, which is efficient in floor area for upper floors.
2. Modern, accessible facility to support both leisure and library offers. 

3. Reception desk to have a back office provision for secure administration and banking
4. Low level and open reception counter with minimal or no access control measures.
5. To meet DDA compliance and to deliver an excellent customer experience.
Operational office and ancillary spaces

1. Manager’s office (close to reception), staff room / kitchen, first aid room. (All DDA compliant and to deliver an excellent customer experience.)

2. Staff kitchen available to be used for community meetings.

3. Ample storage space (As per Sport England guidance).

Vehicular access, Private vehicle parking, coach parking and drop off

1. To meet required planning regulations.

2. Generous bicycle parking preferably at least partially covered (x100) to encourage minimal use of private vehicles to access the facility.
3. Consideration to heavy goods delivery to plant areas (including drop off of chemicals)
General Design and Construction Requirements and Miscellaneous issues
1. Wi-fi to cover all public areas not only the library (i.e. to include café/vending area).

2. Generous use of glass to allow as much natural light as possible into all areas of the facilities. A light and airy feel throughout facility spaces, with floor and door finishes in organic materials and an uplifting colour scheme.
3. All/any external elevations with glazing to provide adequate vanity screening when adjacent to pool hall.
4. Full accessibility throughout the entire facility to accommodate, for example, both disabled users and users with prams (with a pram storage area for the facilities generally).

5. All space will be utilised to a maximum, avoiding wasted circulation space. 
6. To consider revenue costs in maintaining the internal fit out in terms of accessibility. (e.g., poolside lighting)
7. Design should comply with all statutory requirements for a building of its type, should have regard to MCC’s Design for Access 2 throughout and should also refer to the Guide to Development in Manchester
8. The design will have to take into account industry best practise as defined by Sport England Affordable Community Swimming Pools guidance and Sport England swimming pools design guide 2011.
9. The design will also include all the ancillary plant to support the operational requirements of the site.
10. The general external design should be of a high standard and this includes bulk, scale, form and massing as well as external materials. High quality construction and landscaping throughout to ensure the building has a strong presence and provides a long-term quality offering to enhance the streetscape of Levenshulme and community facilities.

11. External works, including the approach, forecourt, access routes and associated landscape works must be in accordance with the red line boundary shown on the Site Plan. The setting of the building, landscaping and public realm should be of a high standard.
12. All signage to be robust and branded throughout.
13. The building should be sustainable and should achieve a BREEAM rating of “Very Good” and with the aspiration to achieve “Excellent”.
